Pancreatic ultrasonography.
Pancreatic abnormalities usually are detected on US when it is used for screening patients with abdominal pain and for assessment of the gallbladder and bile ducts. Pancreatic visualization is limited by bowel gas, but with experienced sonographers and newer techniques, including harmonic imaging and oral contrast US, diagnosis of pancreatic abnormalities has significantly improved compared with earlier reports. Appropriate initial diagnosis by US can tailor further investigation, and US-guided biopsy may establish definitive diagnosis.